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Chapter Directors:





Assistant Chapter Directors:

Tom & Lois Conner



Mel & Jodi Lufsey
149 Cherry Street                                                                                                                  119 Beers Road

Punxsutawney, Pa. 15767
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814-938-5958                                                                                                                       814-275-1271

connertl@verizon.net
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Chapter Educators:

Paul and Helen Long






Dave and Sheila Reams

95 Spruce St, Luthersburg, PA 15848




323 Albion Rd.  Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

814-583-5479






814-938-9557
pdlong@pennswood.net





dsreams@yahoo.com
Chapter Couple of the Year 2010-11
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Ray and Doreen Snyder




                 Lee & Donna Miller
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Membership Enhancement & Information Coordinators:

Webmasters:


Dick and Mary Lou Hetrick



                                   Tom and Anna Adams
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                  814-375-5356                      
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Danise Hartle
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Bill and Pam Crissman





Bill and Peg Zortman
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Bryan Simanic and Bev Hudsick




Dave and Susan Moore
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Tom and Renee Wasluck





Dana and Danise Hartle
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                                    dmhartle@comcast.net
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District Couple of the Year:


John Steele    





                 Miguel & Gracy Lebron
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Region B Couple of the Year:


Lorraine and Earl Knight





Mike & Nancy Mandel
FROM OUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS:
  Well, here we are the beginning of September. It is so hard to believe how this year is flying by. We just got back from the State Convention and I think I speak for everyone when I say we had a good time. I know that the Convention itself will be discussed in length in another article of this newsletter, so I will not go into details. But, there are a few things I need to mention. First and foremost, a big thank you to Mel & Jodi Lufsey for organizing and taking care of all the details of the convention. I know how much work is involved in this and I do feel this was a very successful "rally". A special thanks to Jodi for her patience in preparing us for the talent show, the practice certainly paid off and we could not have achieved what we did without her guidance. Huge congratulations go out to Chapter Q's Jeff and Sue Arnold for being selected as the PA District Couple of the Year. They did a wonderful job and will be great representatives for our District. I would also like to congratulate our own Ray and Doreen Snyder, who I feel represented Chapter PA-I in grand fashion. You guy's did a spectacular job and we are all very, very proud of you. Check out the rest of the details of the convention further in this month’s newsletter. One last thing about the Convention: we are looking for all Hillbillies to join us at next year’s convention, where?? - Carlisle, Pa. Don't miss out on the fun.
    With the convention under our belt, we bring in September with, as always, a very busy Labor Day weekend. Some of us are headed to Brokenstraw on the 5th for a Chicken BBQ with Chapter Q and then we will all be meeting at the Liptaks on the 6th at 9am for our annual Labor Day Parade in Weedville. Please try to join us; the local community really enjoys seeing us (or is it the candy). The more bikes, the better.  And remember, this is a parade. Bring your trailers as well; like I said, the more the merrier.
     Lois and I are looking for some help. We have a Christmas Party and Anniversary Party that we need to begin doing some planning for. Sorry, it really is right around the corner. Our Anniversary Party will be the Chapter's 25th, so we will be looking to do something special. 
           A CHANGE in the RIDE SCHEDULE: I see no way around this. On September 18th, we have our regular Gathering, the Peanut Butter Parade in New Bethlehem and the Bug Ride all scheduled. I think this is too busy of a day, So, I am rescheduling THE BUG RIDE.  Watch your emails for the details of this change.
         That is all I have for this month, 
                                      Ride Safe, Tom & Lois
FROM OUR ASSISTANT C-D’S:

The only thing wrong with going on an absolutely great vacation is the reality of returning home and catching up on everything.  I waited so long just to go on the "Big Trip" and now it’s just a very pleasant memory.  I am sure that everyone who went, feels as I do.  I have managed to ride the bike on a few Saturdays in spite of all the chores that needed done.  The weather has been great for riding and I hope everyone has been taking advantage of it.
I am starting this article on the eve of the Johnstown Convention.  I have the trailer all packed and I will depart in the morning. I want to thank everyone who dedicated their time to come to all the practices for the talent show.  Jodi keeps saying that she will be glad when it’s over but admits what a fun time it has been just preparing the “Ding A Lings” for their debut. 

I am inspired by folks like Peg Zortman who writes her articles as a diary of events that she has attended. The next part will be the convention, as it happened. Friday morning, the Doverspikes, MJ and I depart my house and arrive with no problems. We see the Hartles and Pam Crissman who are there, also. Bev Hudsick and the Marconis depart with the Simcoxs from their home and that’s where the day takes a different twist.  It seems that the Snyders and the Longs left together but about 25 miles from Johnstown, Paul’s bike will not start after a stop they have made.

George and Kathie stopped to help and Bev and the Marconis continued on to Johnstown. Dana is called and the best minds are conferring as Paul’s bike is torn down but it still won’t start.  Bev returns to the scene in her car to rescue Helen, Doreen, and Kathie so they can get registered before the 5pm cut-off.  I am standing at the registration table begging them to wait till the ladies arrive.  The ladies make it just in the nick of time.

Back at the scene, George returns to his house to get his truck and trailer to haul the bike down.  Ray and Paul stay with the bike and Tom and Lois join us as we go to the opening ceremonies and are served pizza.  Chapter I won an award for the most registered, 25 but we think 27.  Afterwards, the Doverspikes, Tom, Dana, and I go to the light parade where there were 38 bikes.

After the parade, we all stand by the motel entrance and cheer as Ray arrives with his bike all lit up.  Paul parks out front with George’s truck and his bike strapped down on the trailer.  

Then George, our hero of the day, arrives on his White Trike.  We all cheer him and after helping everyone unpack, we proceed to a place for George to eat.  Hats off to George for always being a man who can never leave anyone stranded.

Friday morning begins with Chapter I doing security and then the games begin.  A lot of fun was had by everyone and in the Corn Hole tournament Tom and Lois make it to the finals before losing their first game.  Not to worry though, as they come right back to defeat their opponents in the final playoff. I will say that Tom did choke near the end and it was Lois who delivered to secure their victory.

The afternoon brings everyone together as they practice for the evening talent show.  It was a lot of fun but I could tell Jodi was getting nervous about the evening performance.  Afterwards, everyone goes their own way with some going to the different classes.  We met later for the evening meal and then off to the Ice Cream Social.

It is clown night and our own Dana and Danise definitely dressed the part.  We begin the evening with everyone making his or her own sundaes and then the talent show begins.  Chapter I has the first one with our animal dance routine.  It showed everyone our crazy side and it drew a lot of laughter.  

Then came a soloist, a lady who did sign language, a humorous instruction on how to give a cat a pill, a silent song, and then a lady who sang a cappella.  Then came Chapter I with the finale.  Our own “Ding A Lings” rang their bells to Yankee Doodle and America the Beautiful.  I know I am partial but to hear the bells and to watch the crowd’s reaction made me feel so proud of our chapter.  The evening ended with everyone sitting around back at the motel talking with lots of laughter.

Saturday morning began with Chapter I coming to the District Couple of the year selection to support our own Ray and Doreen Snyder. All the couples did a great job and I believe the judges had a tough choice to make.  Afterwards, the I-PEDS performed at the War Memorial.  They were asked to do it a second time because everyone wanted to see the entire routine from their side of stadium. 

The afternoon brought all but a few of us together long enough to go on an ice cream ride.  We all had to wait on Ray and Doreen to unwrap the toilet paper and saran wrap from their bike before we could leave. I can’t imagine who would have done that to them!

The closing ceremonies began at 6pm and we were served a very good meal.  Awards were handed out and our Ding A Lings place second in the talent competition.  We were all hoping for our own Ray and Doreen to be picked as District Couple but that wasn’t meant to be either.  We are all so proud of them just for competing though.

Finally the part we were all waiting for, the raffle drawings.  Unfortunately we had no money winners nor did anyone we sold to win either.  I do want to thank George for cheering me up though.  He took two of the balloons filled with helium and tied a Chapter I sign on it and somehow managed to float it in the direction of the District table.  It got the attention of a lot of people as it floated over Danise and then between Dana and Tom Wasluck, our District Director.  Thank you George, for cheering up the troops.

This concludes my summary of the convention events.  Hope to see everyone over the Labor Day weekend.

                             Take Care All





 Mel & Jodi
ATTEND & WIN,
     Well, for those that were not in attendance for our August gathering; It came to the end of the evening and time for me to pick the winner of the Attend & Win giveaway. Unfortunately, I had forgotten the box with all the names in it. Now that sounds like a great opportunity for those that were not there, right?? Right, but that was not fair to all those that showed up that evening. We talked about it, and all agreed that I would go home and pick a name and if that person was there, they would still win. Well I did, and the name was Don Marnati. Since Don was the one that ask me if I would remember everyone that was there, I guess that means he won. Congratulations, Don......SEPTEMBER we start all over at $20. All you have to do to win is be there.
                                   SEE YOU AT THE GATHERING
********************************************************************************************
HAPPY DAYS for CHAPTER I:
     BIRTHDAYS in SEPTEMBER:

          1—SHEILA REAMS

          6—LINDA STAHLMAN

         11—MICHELE CRAWFORD

         21—PATTI BURKLEY

         26—DAVE REAMS

        30—DAN STITT

   ANNIVERSARIES for SEPTEMBER:

        2—JACK & BONNIE HORNER

       6—DICK & MARY LOU HETRICK

       6—KEN & DEB SMITH

      19—BOB & KIM RUDOLPH

      22—GEORGE & KATHIE SIMCOX

      26—DON & VIRGINIA MARNATI

      29—DAN & HOLLY STITT
                                  [image: image2.wmf]______________________________
FROM OUR RIDE COORDINATORS:

Well, Summer is certainly flying by, isn't it?  I know that it is for Lee and me. We seem to be so busy with life. But we have also taken some time to enjoy riding our goldwing which helps to tolerate the busy stuff we have to do. We had  opportunities to enjoy being with our Chapter I family, which is always fun. We had a good turn out with the ice cream ride to Stewarts in Brookville. And how about that picnic in Cook's Forest?  What a great job by Tom and Lois and a great response from the Chapter I Families. Thanks to all. I say that not only does Chapter I like to eat, but there are a lot of great cooks in Chapter I. The District Rally was a lot of fun too. In spite of the diminished numbers over all at the Rally this year, Chapter I came through with our attendance in numbers and participation in events and winning. Chapter I are winners in no matter what they do, because they are willing to contribute and work to succeed with their efforts. I believe we have the best Chapter in our district.
We are so proud of Ray and Doreen and appreciate them so much as our Couple of the Year. They did great in this year's couple of the Year selection at the rally.
Our talent participation at the rally was really impressive also. Thanks so much, Jodi, for your hard work and tolerance through out all the practice and presentation of our act. I heard numerous comments throughout the next day about how impressed people were when they heard Chapter I playing the bells. Great Job, Jodi!!!!!
 I am so thankful for all of our wonderful people in our Chapter and our people in our Chapter makes us great.
 Now back to our ride schedule. For September, Chapter Q is having their camping and BBQ at The Broken Straw Campground. I know that Tom has sent e-mail out earlier requesting RSVP for the BBQ. On September 6th, we will be meeting at the Liptak's at 9:00am for brunch and setup for the Weedville Parade. If you are unsure of where you are going, please contact us or the Conners for directions.  Our last scheduled ice cream ride will be to Widnoon on Sept 9th. Widnoon is south of New Bethlehem. And again if you are unsure of where to go, please contact Lee and I. Gary Vanleer has volunteered to lead a ride to Hyner View on Sept 11. According to our schedule, we will be leaving DuBois  in the Sears parking lot at 9am. On Sept. 12th, you have a choice to attend the Toys for Tots in St Mary's and have lunch after the ride at Dave and Cindy Marconi's home or the other choice of rides is that Lee and I are leading a ride to the Swigart Auto Museum in Huntington, Pa. We will be leaving the Punxsy Walmart parking lot at 9am.  On September 17th, 18th and 19th, All Chapters West camping weekend will be at Harrisonville, Pa.  I know that there are several chapter members attending. Please contact us, if you want to go and we will get you connected with the group going camping. Our trike team will be competing in the Peanut Butter festival on September 18th in New Bethlehem. And our monthly gathering will be that same day, September 18th at Fatman's in Reynoldsville. On the last weekend of September 25th and 26th, our Chapter is planning a ride to Skyline Drive in Virginia. There has been information send out regarding this trip and those of you who are attending should have your reservations made. I believe that this is all from your ride coordinators for the upcoming month. We look forward to riding and playing with our Chapter I families.
 Keep in touch and see you all real soon.
                                                  Lee and Donna
********************************************************************

Wanted:  Eagle that screws on the top of a flagpole for luggage rack  
flagpole.  Mine vibrated off - saved the flag but can't fly it now.   
Call Paul Stahlman (814) 365-5161 or e-mail plstahlman@gmail.com
FROM YOUR ALBUM COORDINATORS & COY COUPLE
 

Hi, everyone,
      Wow!  It is the end of August already!  The weather has been perfect for riding.  We just got home from the State Rally in Johnstown and it was a busy and fun filled weekend.  We left Thursday afternoon at 1:00, along with Paul & Helen, riding our bikes pulling our trailers.  We stopped at Carroltown to gas up our bikes and Paul & Helen's bike & trailer had to be pushed away from the gas pumps.  It was 2pm and we were only 25 minutes from our destination.  We had to be registered by 5pm and so we had 3 hours (lots of time).  Ray & Paul started to check out things on the bike.  They were removing this panel and that panel; then the seat was off exposing all kinds of wires.  Oh dear!  Ray got his cell phone out & called George Simcox to see if he had jumper cables with him on his bike.  George & Kathie were just about to the rally destination when he got the call from Ray and turned around to come help.  In a short time, George & Kathie were at our sides.  Now, there were 3 of them trying to figure out the situation with the bike. After trying everything that they could think of with no success & it was getting late, the decision was made that the bike was going to need to be hauled.  Paul called a U- Haul business & told them that he needed something to haul a bike & trailer and they said to come.  It was almost 4pm and Paul gets on our bike behind Ray to get the U-Haul.  Meanwhile, Kathie calls Bev Hudsick to see if she can pick us up because we need to register by 5pm & so Bev comes in her vehicle from the rally to pick us up. Well, when Ray & Paul get to the U-Haul place, there are no ramps or anything to use to get the bike & trailer in it. So, then Ray & Paul are back on the bike again.  We are on our way with Bev and pass Ray & Paul coming the opposite way & toot & wave.   The clock is ticking and we finally get to register at 4 minutes till 5pm.  Mel made sure that they didn't leave before we got there to register.  Thanks, Mel!  After everything failed concerning Paul's bike, George goes to his house and loads up his trike & trailer on his flatbed trailer hooked up to his  T-Plated truck.   He starts back to the gas station where Ray is waiting with Paul.    When George gets there, off goes his trike & trailer and on goes Paul's bike & trailer, which they have to push on.  Finally, at 9:30pm they arrive with all the bikes & trailers, with Paul & Helen's bike & trailer on top of George's truck trailer with Paul driving the truck.  It took a long time to get there!  On Friday morning, we played games.  Congratulations to Tom & Lois who won 1st place.  In the afternoon, we practiced for the talent show that was happening that evening.   Our trike team practiced the routine that was going to be done on Saturday afternoon.  We took 2nd place in the talent show with the hand bells.  It was awesome!  Thanks, Jodi, for all your patience & guidance!  Saturday morning, Ray & I were at the Chapter Couple of the Year Reception and participated in the District Couple of the Year Selection.  There were 6 couples counting us.  Ray & I were the first to go through the process.  It was a wonderful experience to participate and to meet more friends in GWRRA.   It was so wonderful to see all the smiling faces of Chapter I there to support us in a room full of people.  We thank you for the opportunity to participate.  It was a wonderful experience.  We are honored to be Chapter I couple of the year and will do our best to make you all proud.  The new District Couple of the Year that was selected is from Chapter Q.   At 1pm, it was time to do our trike routine.  We did it once and were asked to do it again facing a different way and so we did.   Tom said that we were going for ice cream and so Ray & I raced over to the parking garage to get our bike.  As we were going towards where our bike & trailer was parked, something looked different about the bike.  Oh WOW!  It was wrapped with toilet paper & saran wrap!  Then Chapter I came out of the shadows and cameras were flashing!  Ray said "I am prepared to find my bike underneath all the paper & plastic with my trusty pocketknife."   I did not recognize the bike!  It sure was shiny & glossy!  I told Ray to just cut a hole and I would crawl in.  LOL!  We were told that it is a Chapter I tradition, if you participated in the District Coy Selection.  Nobody ever told us, now we know!   LOL!  We finally got our bike unwrapped and off we all went to get ice cream.  When we got back, it was time to get ready for the banquet dinner.  We won 1st place for having the most registered there.   Also, congratulations to M.J.   She was selected for the Special Person Award from Chapter I.   Next year, the District Rally is going to be held in Carlisle and we are so excited!  Take care and be safe!  Don't forget to smile for the camera!    
                                              Ray and Doreen Snyder
 

Hi Everyone in Chapter I:
 

Here it is the end of August already and wow how the summer is going by so quickly.  We know that the riding season is winding down, but we are going to ride as long as the weather permits.
 

Ken and I are still participating in our GWRRA "firsts" for the year.  Our GWRRA anniversary is Oct 2010 and we look forward to knowing what to expect from most Chapter activities.  We won't be able to say that we will not have any more "firsts" for I am certain we will with our friends from Chapter I.  I can't believe it has been 11 months since we joined.  What a RIDE it has been!!!!  Literally too!
 

We attended our first annual Cook Forest Chapter Picnic and it was fun.  There were games for anyone who wanted to play or if you wanted to just "hang out" and chat.  We had a good time with everyone and this Chapter has a lot of great cooks. There was enough food to feed all of us and the entire Cook Forest State Park campers!   Our other first for the month of August was taking our new tent camper behind the trike.  We went to Little Pine Dam State Park and to Cook Forest State Park and had the best time even though it rained when we were packing up each time.  Riding in the rain and packing up from camping in the rain is all part of the adventure, wet albeit, but nevertheless still part of the adventure!  Hahaha. 
 

Ken and I attended our first GWRRA District Rally this past weekend on Saturday.  Since I was unable to ride the trike, Ken and Carol Shope graciously offered to drive me down. Thank you, Ken and Carol, for the ride, conversation down and back, and showing us around at the Rally, as it was all new to us.  Ken was off work and able to ride the trike to the Rally (boy I was so jealous).    During the ice cream ride and the other stops we made as a group, every time they said to "mount up"  I headed for the trike.............then I remembered, whoops, I can't ride yet and headed to the vehicle (A 4 wheel Honda no less)!   We had a good time with the members during the ice cream ride and banquet.  We watched the Trike Peddlers do their routine and it was so good, they did an encore!  We were proud of our COY, Ray and Doreen for participating in the District selection process and also proud of M.J.  on being selected "someone special " by our Chapter I Directors.  M.J. is definitely "someone special".   COY Doreen and Ray's bike was also initiated as only Chapter I can do....!  Although there were not many vendors at the Rally (which was a disappointment), we still had a good time just seeing what a Rally is all about.  We are looking forward to attending the District Rally in Carlisle next year and the Wing Ding in Nashville.
 

We are looking forward to going to All Chapters West in Harrisville for the camping weekend next month as well as the other activities planned by our Chapter.
 

Again, we have to say without GWRRA, we would not have met you or have had the great memories of the fun we have had with you!
 

Ride safe everyone and see ya soon!
 

~Ken and Debbie Smith~
What About Severe Weather 

by Bryan Simanic

I hope you had the opportunity to read the Rider Education article in the August edition of the PA District newsletter. There is a lot of good information that all of us can use whether we are riding the ‘Wing , driving our vehicle or just out and about. 

I am sure you have had a sinking feeling while riding when you see a thunderstorm building, lightning flashing and thunder booming. ‘What should I do’ might be a thought that races through your mind. I imagine there are some riders that figure that they will tough it out and keep on riding, what a mistake! Like the article in the District newsletter mentions, lightning is one of the most under rated weather hazards. It is one thing to keep riding in the rain but when you add a thunderstorm to the mix you can add a serious dimension to riding. The best thing is to wait out the storm.


You know the saying “the more you know, the better it is”. The ‘more you know’ part, as it relates to sever weather, can be addressed by attending a National Weather Service SkyWarn presentation. These interesting presentations last about 2-3 hours and give you a very good understanding about severe weather and debunk some of the misconceptions. The severe weather topics that are covered include severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, flooding and what to do when you encounter these weather issues. After completion of the presentation you qualify as a National Weather Service SkyWarn Spotter. If you are not really interested in the spotter aspect, that is no problem. You will still have a better understanding of severe weather, from the presentation, and knowledge that may save your life, that of a loved one or friend. 

The information that you will learn from the presentation will definitely make your riding and other aspects of you life, that severe weather effects, more relaxing. You will be better able to relate to the weather you are experiencing, understand the possible consequences of that weather and how best to deal with the issues.

I have been a SkyWarn spotter for some 25 years and continue to attend SkyWarn presentations, as it is an interesting refresher about weather, something that I have to deal with daily. These presentations can be setup locally and, for our area, are given by the National Weather Service SkyWarn meteorologist from State College or Pittsburgh. Most recently, this past March, I coordinated one in Du Bois. I also put together a brief PowerPoint presentation to better understand what the SkyWarn program is about. 

Consider attending a presentation and “keep an eye to the sky”.
GoldWing Road Riders Association
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               Gatherings held on the third Saturday of the month at Fat Man’s Restaurant, Main St., Reynoldsville, PA.  


Dinner is at 6:00 PM with the gathering to follow.         Visit our website: www. pachapteri.com
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