
GROUP RIDING   101

1. Everyone shares the responsibility for the groups SAFETY!!!!

2. Be prepared:
    - Arrive early to gathering site
    - Bike ready , checked out and gassed up
    - Riders ready , clothing, helmet ect. Restroom, correct attitude 

3. Upon arrival at site:
    - Let the ride leader know,  you are here, any health issues, lane preference, miles per tank of gas

4. Departure meeting: Leader
    -Route, stops, assign tail gunner, answer questions, line up bikes
    - GW- 3-5 ,  MSF-5-7 bikes in a group

5. Formation information:
    - New or new to group riders to the front
    - Trikes and side car rigs to the back 
    - Pace to all levels of riding experience
    -Ride within your ability
    - SAFETY is more important than the integrity of the group
       - rain, other traffic, bee in helmet or down Dave’s pants
    - A car in the group IS NOT the end of the world!!!!!!

6. Formation setup:
     - Leader,#1, in the left track, Why?
     - #2 bike , in the right track, one second back of the #1 bike
     - #3 bike , in the left track, two seconds back of the #1 bike and one second back of        the #2 bike
      - #4 bike, in the right track, two seconds back of the #2 bike, one second back of #3 bike
       - Trikes and side car rigs ride center of lane  
       -See drawings attached

7. Rain
      - Expand all spacing by one second

8. Intersections:
      -No right turn on RED signal
      - Go thru as an individual, not side by side



PAGE 2

9. Separation from group:
      - Stay calm
      - Don’t hurry to catch up, it will happen


10. Heavy traffic:
     - DO NOT tighten formation
     - Maintain pace
     - stay calm

11. Corners
     - Stay in lane

12. Emergency:
     - Who stops?
         - Two suggestions
              - everyone behind the emergency, others proceed to safe pull off
              - just the tail gunner, all others proceed to safe pull off

THE BIG CLOSSING

- We are not perfect ( Ride leaders) , making decisions in traffic is STRESSFUL and mistakes are made! 
- Everyone is trying to make the best possible decision
- When something goes amiss no one feels worse than the ride leader
- Stay calm, don’t beat him up over it
- In the case you are really upset, calm down, then see Tom, Mel or I and we will do what we decide is necessary


HAPPY RIDING!!!!
 

        

